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Why the Pan-Carpathian passage?

The Carpathians are the
mountains in which Polish
tourism was born,

The Carpathians are an area of
many nations, cultures, religions,
The Carpathians join rather than
divide,

Poles have always wanted to
achieve the crossing of the whole
range,

Polish trekkers have tried to walk
the Carpathians several times.

Lil 1l af ¢r ed, -120ctolipa20ly, Carpadhian Convention



Earlier attempts

1962 1 geography students of the University of Warsaw,

A walked in Poland from Cieszyn (southern Silesia) to the
Uzhok Pass (end of Western Bieszczady),

A drove to Romania and walked almost all of the Romanian
Carpathian section.

A 3trekkers reached Or k oandhe Danube.

A the Poles walked in the company of Romanian trekkers.

19677 Student Club of Beskid Guides in Warsaw

A planned to organiset h eCarpathian Friendship
Expedition1 96 7 0,

A dreams remained only on paper.



Earlier attempts

1973 1 students from mountain guide club planned to
walk the Carpathians in the form of a relay.

A the route was divided into 7 stages,
A only 2 stages were done.
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Arc of the Carpathians 1980
Student Club of Beskid Guides, Warsaw

Leader: Andrzej Wielocha (1)
Participants:

- Piotr Kurowski (2),

- Jerzy Montusiewicz (Lublin, 3)
-Zdzi sgaw Pecul
-Wi esgaw TomaAas

SZSP PTITK

Badge of the expedition
in 1980




Via Carpatica Expedition 2015

Expedition co-financed by Switzerland through the Swiss Contribution

to the enlarge@ropean Union
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Arc of the Carpathians 1980
Student Club of Beskid Guides, Lublin

| was 21 when we set off from Warsaw.

COUCHETTES
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| celebrated my 22 birthday Bl
in the Ciucak Mount a &8
| was a student of the Lublin University ot
of Technology (now | am a professor).

On the peak of Popadia (1742),
the Gorgans, Ukraine




Via Carpatica Expedition 2015
Asoci a$Si atAaeleagniaad 1 mur | Kt i |

Viad Spiru
03.05.1991
Bran, Brak o v , Rom©ni a Andrel Dumitrescu

23.05.1987
Ti rgovi Kt e, R io mi® o




Arc of the Carpathians 1980
90 mountain days, over 1900 km and 80000 m climbs

®
&
&
@
-
m
a
=
n

PTTK

SZSP>

Andrzej Wielocha (1)

Piotr Kurowski (2),

Jerzy Montusiewicz (3),

~  Zdzisgaw Pecu
~ Wiesgaw Tomas
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Bucharest, after crossing the Carpathians
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Via Carpatica Expedition 2015

93 mountain das, over 2800 km
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Finish in Bratislava,
Slovakia

Start in SokoBanja, Serbia




AC 1980171 the idea of the crossing

A walking the route in a non-stop trek

Piatra Craiului Mts,
Romania

Ftgtr a kK Mt s,
Romania




VCE 20157 the idea of the crossing

AES trail in Romania i along the Romanian Carpathians

.

Retezatul Mic Mts, Rom©n i a

- ViaCarpatica like ViaAlpina
- Mapping a new long distance path
- Connecting assosiacions in the Carpathians




A walking the section in the former USSR

- mountains were not accessible to foreign tourists,
- we were there illegally, but conscious of the dangers

Pass of the Legions, the Gorgans

Plaque
on the
monument

Young ones of Poland, look at this cross,
The Polish Legions lifted it up,

Traversing mountains, forests and walls
Bound for you, Poland, and for your glory.

In 1915 Polish soldiers et




VCE 201517 the idea of the crossing

A walking the section in Serbia

- A lot of help from the local association,
- There were illegal migrants crossing the
border in the mountains.




AC 1980171 the idea of the crossing

A keeping the continuity of the mountain ranges

(border crossings)

Mount Rozsypaniec 1273 m,
end of the Polish section,
J. Montusiewicz, Z. Pecul

Village Sianki (Uzhok Pass area)
Start of the Soviet (Ukrainian) section,
at night after getting off the train




VCE 20157 the idea of the crossing

Akeeping the continuity of the ranges

Y

- Impossibility of
crossing through the
mountains, excepting:
Slovakia, Poland and
Czech Republic

der Slovacia-Polonia




AC 1980171 the idea of the crossing

A a day of rest after 6 days of walking

- In practice we had only 2 rest days, out of the 12 planned,
- route planning had been too optimistic,

- at the beginning our physical condition was poor,

- then the weather took a bad turn,

- the mountains proved very demanding.

The Bieszczady Mts,
Ukraine




VCE 20157 the idea of the crossing

Aa day of rest after 6 days of walking

- we had this rule all over the trip,

- we managed to keep our main plan all along the route,

- we started fast and took 2 weeks to find the best rhythm,
- after 3 weeks one of our companions quit,

- 17 days of rain from 93.




AC 1980171 the idea of the crossing

A cooking on camp fires




A walking down to villages for food, and back up to the ridge

- my longest trip for food was from the Bratocea Pass (1272)
to Brakov (40, km one way)

- another time, from the Foll Pass (1343)to Zkr ne k t 1 (
myself and a companion carried 51 kg of food.




VCE 201517 the idea of the crossing

Acrossing through the villages for food, every 4 days




A relying on support teams

No mobile telephones then,

A communication with coordinator in Warsaw (J. Will)
was sporadic, via support persons returning

The Low Beskid Mts,
Poland, supplying
food on 2 bikes



A relying on support teams

A meetings with support teams was organised on atime
table basis
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Lotru Mts, Romania, packing new food provided by support team



AC 1980171 the idea of the crossing

A relying on support teams

A the Ukrainian section was done together,
we were 11 people in all (6th support team)

"~ Howerla (2061),

@ Czarnohora, Ukraine




VCE 20157 the idea of the crossing

Aisupport teamo

Eugen was our Ukrainian companion through Ukrainian mountains
i
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Hoverla (2061),
Czarnohora, Ukraine
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AC 19801 the idea of the crossing
A staying on the mountain rid‘ge,
Bucegi Mts,
Strungele Mari (2168),
Romania
Lotru Mts
I n the background the Par ©ng Mt s,
Romania




